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An Apology: 
THE ARTICLE THAT 


“SLIPPED BY" 


SD aE OE GEA EE 

Although I read every article that is printed 
in the EXCITER, last month I proved to myself that I 
evidently can read while I'm sleeping. Although some 
editors may print items just for the sake of controversy, 

i that certainly is not the intent of anything I print in the 
EXCITER. 
This doesn’t mean that everyone. or even 
| all RARS members, will agree with everything printed 
in the EXCITER. To expect that is to sentence the 
EXCITER to mind-numbing blandness, which isn’t 
fair to RARS members either. However, an article 
slipped through the screening process last month 
that, in retrospect, | certainly wish I hadn’t printed. 
I must have been asleep when I read through it. 

In printing the article, “Repeater Coordina- 
tion Questions” by Dave Hockaday WB4IUY last 
month, I thought that the idea of a discussion of 
coordination guidelines might be a good idea. To wit, 
the statement from that article, “I personally think 
that the guidelines of 100 miles “on channel” and 75 
miles “guard channel” (in the 15 khz area) are too 
tight. Many repeater groups coordinate a lot tighter 
than that... some require PL (which isn’t a bad 
idea).” 

In reading through the article prior to insert- 
ing it into the EXCITER, I didn’t notice some specific 
comments concerning Danny Hampton KM40X. | 
have known Danny longer than most of you have 


Merry Christmas 


The Annual RARS Christmas 
party will be held 
at the Regular meeting 


on December 5Dth. 
Directions to the 
meeting place are 
on page 2. 


SSS gS 

The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. (RARS), founded 
in 1969, has grown to be one of the premier radio clubs in North 
Carolina. Current membership is approximately 400. 

The objectives of the club are to promote world wide friendship 
through Amateur Radio; to be of public service by providing radio 
communication in times of disaster, emergency, or civic need; to 
educate members in radio technique, and to assist in obtaining 
Amateur Radio licenses. 

All persons interested in Amateur Radio, currently licensed or 
not, are eligible to apply for membership to the club. 

Dues to the club are $18.00 per year (which runs from July | to 
June 30). Applications for membership may be obtained from any of 
the officers named below; from the newsletter editor, named on the 
facing column; or at any RARS Meeting. 

Club meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month, 7:30 PM, 
at Forest Hills Baptist Church, on the corner of Clark Avenue and Dixie 
Trail, just offof Hillsborough Street. 

In addition to the many social and special events, the club 
sponsors a 2 m repeater, W4DW, on 146.04/64 MHz. The club also 
sponsors repeaters on 223.04 / 224.64 MHz, 449.5 / 444.5 MHz, 
449.95 / 445.95 MHz and a packet cluster node on 147.57 MHz. All 
repeaters cover Raleigh, and most of the surrounding Wake County 
area. The auto-patch on W4DW is now no longer closed and is open 
to all duly licensed amateurs. 


1995 Officers: 


Rick Merkle , KA3PSK 
6412 Sassafras Lane 
Raleigh, NC 27614 
870-8268 


President: 


Vice President Bruce Buck KC4UQN 
305 Hillstone Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27615 


848-4538 


Secretary: Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
211 Dundalk Way 
Cary, NC 27511 
362-9456 

Treasurer: Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 


7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27615 


Young Ladies' Radio League 


t 
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The EXCITER is published monthly by the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society, and is mailed at no cost to its members. 

Letters to the Editor, technical articles, items of interest to the 
ham community and guest editorials are actively solicited. 

Any article published in the EXCITER does not necessarily 
represent the views of, the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or 
Society Membership, nor does publication thereof represent concur- 
rence by the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or Society member- 
ship with the contents of the article. 

Articles will be printed at the discretion of the Editor, and no 
article will be published unless it is accompanied by the name(s) of the 
person(s) submitting the article. 

All copy must be in the hands of the editor by the end of the Board 
of Director’s meeting on the third Tuesday of each month. Articles 
submitted for publication may be hand or type written, an ASCII file on 
disk transmitted electronically via telephone modem, or on the ham bands 
using PACKET. 

Ham related items for sale by the members will be advertised 
without charge for one issue, but may be re-submitted as often as 
desired. These ads must be non-commercial in nature. 

Commercial ads will be run in return for the following donations 
to the club: 


Single Issue Full Year 
Business Card $7.50 $75.00 
Quarter Page $11.25 $112.50 
Third Page $15.00 $150.00 
Half Page $22.50 $225.00 
Full Page $50.00 N/A 


(Commercial ads must be of “camera-ready quality,” and obvi- 
Ously can not be sent via ham bands.) Due to the reprographic process 
used, no color copy can be accepted. 

Mailing List: Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
847-4641 
1995 Editor: Curt Phillips, KD4YU 
6200 Vicky Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
772-0207 
cphillips@interpath.com 
CompuServe: 73167,2050 


AMSAT 


Ham Stories: 


TRIAL BY FIRE 


On Wednesday morning, November 15, some- 
thing happened that I’m sure | won’t forget for a while. 
I went out to journey to the Cary Towne Mall to do some 
shopping and get some gift ideas for the holidays. 

So I climbed into my car and headed out on 
Holly Springs Road, leaning down to adjust the squelch 
on my 202. 

As I approached the intersection of SR 1010 
and Holly Springs I was caught by the stoplight. | 
watched across the intersection as two cars rolled up 
to the top of the hill. 

As the light turned from green to yellow, a 
cement truck heading down from 1010 started to hit the 
brakes to attempt to make a right turn onto Holly 
Springs. This is when the worst thought imaginable 
became real. 

The cement truck, moving too fast for the turn, 
tipped over and crushed the two cars in the opposite 
lane. I couldn’t believe what I just seen! 

I Immediately flipped to the RARS repeater 
and yelled, “KE4TUD Autopatch”. I called 911 and 
relayed to the operator that, “This is Hamwatch opera- 
tor KE4TUD. I am at the corner of SR 1010 and Holly 
Springs Road. There has just been an accident. A 
cement truck just turned over and crushed a car, you 
better send help fast.” 

When I let go of the PTT, I heard... DIAL 
TONE! I did not know if my message got through or 
not. So Todd KS2Z redialed the autopatch for me so 
that I was certain to get the call in. The call did get 
through! 

Then I immediately went to help do whatever 
I could for those involved. 

As a reminder, here are a few tips that may 
help you in a emergency: 

1) Go to a repeater that has a autopatch, or if 
you can’t, get someone on frequency to relay the 
information to make the call. 

2) Be Calm. Get as much information that you 
can on the situation (location, # of people involved, Is 
assistance needed?, etc). 

3) Do not make the call to a 911 operator 


SOUND ON TAPR 
HOME PAGE 


Tucson Amateur Packet Radio Inc (TAPR) 
has added an audio “virtual meeting, workshop, 
and seminar page” to its Internet Home Page, 
announced TAPR President Greg Jones, WDSIVD. 

The address is http://www.tapr.org/ 

TAPR is evaluating a “RealAudio” sys- 
tem to present packet radio meetings and presenta- 
tions. The system only allows six concurrent con- 
nections, so if you find that an audio channel is busy, 
try later, Jones said. 

The new audio selections include: 

The March 1995 TAPR annual meeting in 
St Louis, with a TAPR/AMSAT workshop and a 
seminar on error control coding by Phil Karn, KA9Q; 

A national meeting of repeater frequency 
coordinators on October 7, 1995, near St. Louis, 
including talks by Ralph Haller, deputy chief of the 
FCC Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, and 
ARRL President Rod Stafford, KB6ZV; and 

An interview with TAPR President Jones 
on the syndicated radio program “Ham Radio and 
More,” August 13th, 1995. 

The TAPR Home Page also contains a 
primer on amateur packet radio and other packet- 
related material. 

from an ARRL Bulletin 


without letting off the PTT. They need to talk to you 
to get the info they require. 

4) If the call or if the info did not get through, 
CALL AGAIN! It could save someone’s life. 

5) Be sure to properly ID yourself but NOT 
before dropping the patch. Announcing your call 
sign and the fact that you are clear of the autopatch 
while they are still on the line has the potential of 
confusing the communication. 

6) Thank anyone on frequency that as- 
sisted you. This is really what ham radio is all about. 

I hope that this will make things easier, | 
never thought that | would have to make a call like 
this one. But the survivors were thankful for the 


rapidness of response. 
73, Charles KE4TUD 
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W4ATC ON THE AIR ! 


W4ATC, the amateur radio station of North 
Carolina State University, was back on the air in time 
for the 1995 November Sweepstakes Collegiate 
Competition. Operators were Brent KO4PY and Bob 
NA4G (and I made 3-1/2 QSOs!). People who stopped 
by to help log, put up antennas, work packet or provide 
encouragement included my friend Jeff N3NPQ, 
Mark KF4EAG and his friend Jim, Chris NIGGB, 
Steve AB4EL, Todd N3FJK, and Fred AD4GX. 

Many more than half of the contacts were 
made on the 40m dipole made under Steve’s direction 
at the antenna party several weekends ago. 

It was great fun, but a bit intimidating for us 
CW-challenged ops. The SSB portion of the contest 
will be November 18-19 and should be a blast. We 
should get ready by putting packet back on the air 
(computer/cable problems) and working on a good 
antenna for 20m. 

Thanks to: 

- Bob and Brent for racking up the points. 

- Brent for providing the rig and laptop for logging, 
and for putting a lot of time into erecting the antennas. 

- Bill Ewald KD4EUW for lending the 2m rig we 
used on packet to spot multipliers, as well as copies of 
QST and the ARRL Handbook. 

- Jeff for bringing the laptop used on packet. 

- Danno KD4RAA for lending a TNC for the 
packet station. 

- Fred for contributing toward the purchase of the 
GSRV. 


Jim N3QYE 


UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
for RARS REGULAR 
MEETINGS, 


1996 


January- Programming HT's 

February - Skywarn Training 

March- RARS Annual Birthday Party 
April- TBA 

May- RARS BBS & Internet for Hams 


Programs subject to change based 
on speaker availability, etc. 


Summary info provided by Brent, KOSPY: 
ARRL SWEEPSTAKES — 1995 


Call: W4ATC Country: USA 
Mode: CW Category: Multi Single 
BAND QSO-= QSO PTS SECTIONS 
160 0 0 - 

80 88 176 - 

40 358 716 - 

20 69 138 - 

15 10 20 - 

10 0 0 - 
Totals 329 1050 74 

Score: 77,700 


Power Output: 100 watts Hours of operation: 24 
total Operator List! KO4PY NA4G 

N3YQE Equipment Description: 

Yaesu 757GXII 

MFJ Tuner 

Wire Antennas (dipole and GSRV) 


The following was posted by Robert Barron: 


Here are the unofficial results of the CW portion 
of the Collegiate Championship so far. Are there any 
more scores to report? Please send them in to me 
regardless of how many QSOs you made. 

The phone portion of the championship takes 
place about 1 week from today. I hope to hear lots of 
university clubs on the air. A copy of this year’s rules 
are attached below. 


CW Collegiate Championship Unofficial Results: 


Call School QSOs Sect Score 
KP4VA Uni. of Puerto Rico 1257 75 188,550 
WO9S Univ. of Chicago 751. > TOWRA ie 
W4ATC N. C. State 525. 74 77,700 
WI1YU Yale Univ. 144 52 14,976 
WSEHM Univ. of Texas 52 33 3,432 
W6BHZ California Poly 28 21 1,176 


Call Operators 

KP4VA KP4TK 

WO9S WO9S, AB4RL 

W4ATC £NA4G, KO4PY, N3QYE 
WIYU WI2E 

WSEHM KASWSS 

W6BHZ KC6CEX, KC6IZR, KC6QO0Q 


Nice Job for the new NCSU station that came 
together in a few short days. If you were this successful 
with wire antennas and a quick installation, the 
established station setup for next year should put you on 
top! Way to Go, and congrats on the new Club location 
in Daniels Hall. Hope you can involve a few more club 
members on the phone portion coming up. 73, Danny 
KD4RAA 

via Danny KD4RAA 


Radio Review: 


Icom 706 


See eee eee 

This Icom 706 sitting here on my operating 
table sure is a cute little thing. I picked it up at the 
JARSfest after drooling over it’s picture in the bro- 
chure, and pouring over the comments about it on the 
internet newsgroups. I’ve only had it a few days, so 
don’t expect a QST quality review, but here are my 
impressions. 

It’s small. Really small. It looks like a fat dual- 
band FM rig, but it is an all-band, multi-mode HF/VHF 
rig that puts out 100 watts from 160 thru 6 meters, plus 
10 watts on 2 meters. Even FM and RTTY are rated 
for full power. Only AM is derated to 40 watts. And 
it has a general coverage receiver going from about 
100 kHz to just above 100 MHz (including wideband 
broadcast FM!). 

It may be small, but it has a big display, and 
a big tuning knob. The rest of the front panel contains 
14 small pushbuttons, and two sets of concentric pots. 
One set of pots adjusts volume and squelch/RF gain, 
and the other adjusts RIT and IF Passband tuning. 
The 14 pushbuttons are all multipurpose. 5 of them 
are purely menu-driven buttons whose function 
changes completely from one menu to another. The 
rest step through related functions depending on the 


mode the radio is in, or whether you just poke it, or 
push and hold it a second. 

I guess you gotta expect that if you’re going 
to jam so many functions in a radio this small. Here’s 
one example: pushing the TS (tuning step) button 
shifts the tuning steps from 1 MHz to | kHz, and then 
to 10 Hz. But pushing and holding the TS button with 
the indicator above the MHz digit changes the tuning 
to make the radio jump from one amateur band to 
another, instead of going up and down in | MHz steps. 
Holding the TS button above the kHz digit opens a 
menu letting you select tuning steps of 100 Hz, or 1, 
5, 9, 10, 12.5, 20, 25 and 100 kHz. Finally, holding the 
TS button above the 100 Hz digits switches tuning 
from 10 Hz steps to | Hz steps (really fine tuning for 
digital modes). The tuning is smooth. 

And so it goes through the rest of the buttons. 
That means thBat when you want to change a func- 
tion... say, turn on the noise blanker... you have to 
push a couple of buttons a couple of times until you get 
the NB indication up on the display. Then, pushing its 
menu button turns it on and off. 

Yes, stepping through menus can be a pain. 
I'll be using this radio mostly at home, and it would 
probably be nice to have a bigger radio with more 
dedicated buttons. But I wanted a 12 volt radio that 
I could use mobile and portable on occasion, and | 
wanted 6 meter coverage. I’ll let you know if the 
menu’s drive me crazy. 

There’s another consideration when run- 
ning the radio at home — there’s a fan that runs all the 
time. It runs slowly in receive, and is pretty quiet 
(about the same as my computer fan). It speed up in 
transmit, and creates a fair whoosh. The fan makes 
possible the tiny heat sink on the rear panel. 

If you’ve been interested in this radio, you’ve 
already read the specs and features, so | won’t cover 
them. But I will go into how some of them work, and 
check out some of the more unusual features. 

The 706 comes with one SSB filter for 2.3 
kHz, and an AM filter for 6 kHz (the SSB filter can be 
switched in during AM as well). You can add one 
additional, optional filter, so youll have to choose 
between 250 or 500 Hz for CW/data, or 1.9 or 2.8 kHz 
for SSB. There is no built-in DSP or notch filtering, but 
there is IF passband tuning that lets you reduce an 
interfering signal from above or below your operating 
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frequency. 

This is not a contest radio, of course, but you 
can operate split between the two VFOs, and you can 
program an automatic split of your choice that sets the 
B VFO to a preset offset from the A VFO. The 706 will 
not crossband (transmit on one band and receive on 
another). The splits can be stored in memories. 

You can program a second offset for FM/ 
Repeaters, but you’re forced to choose between plus 
and minus, and manually getting to the other offset is 
a chore. If you program your favorite repeaters (10 
meters, 6 meters or 2 meters) in memories, they will 
be easy to use. You can program and store CTCSS 
tones in memories. No CTCSS decoder is available, 
and there is no touch-tone pad on the mic. This ts not 
a good choice for primary VHF-FM operation. 

The RF Gain/Squelch control is unique. In 
one mode, it’s a conventional RF Gain control for 
SSB, and conventional squelch for FM. In the other 
mode, it becomes a squelch control for SSB as well. 
Set at threshold, it quiets the background noise. 
Advanced above threshold, it places an indicator on 
the S-Meter of how strong a signal must be before it 
breaks the squelch. The squelch is fairly effective on 
SSB if there isn’t a lot of noise. 

There are two antenna ports. Connector #1 
covers HF and 6 meters. Connector #2 is for 2 meters 
(everything above 60 MHz). 

The 706 has what Icom modestly calls a 
“simple band scope.” It uses part of the display to 
show a bar chart of signals up and down the band. 
When you activate the function, the radio mutes, and 
scans the band, displaying the signals encountered as 
vertical bars. You can set it to scan several hundred 
kHz above and below the operating frequency, or just 
a few kHz. When you switch the scan off, the bar 
chart freezes, and a small segment at the bottom of 
the chart shows where you are currently tuned. You 
begin at the center of the display with signals shown 
above and below you. As you tune the band toward 
one of the signals, the little segment moves across the 
display to show you where you are. The display is not 
calibrated for frequency, but playing with it will give 
you an idea of how wide a slice of the spectrum you 
are seeing. 

There are some inherent limitations to this 


scope. Since SSB only makes a signal when there is 
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a syllable being spoken, if the scanner passes a 
frequency during a pause, nothing will show up. But 
if a band is busy and you watch a few scans, you’ll see 
activity. 

The noise blanker is fair. I haven’t tried it on 
ignition noise in the car. It misses some kinds of hash 
we have around here. The manual says it doesn’t 
work on AM, and indeed it doesn’t. But switching to 
AM doesn’t turn the blanker off. It’s still on, and the 
AM signal becomes very distorted until you turn it off. 

You can program alphabet characters into 
the display for memory channels. I thought this was 
a useless gimmick, until I programmed some WI1AW 
bulletin frequencies into the memories, and quickly 
forgot what those frequencies were used for. 

Finally, the advertising says the radio re- 
ceives up to 200 MHz. The buzz on the internet is that 
Icom had trouble with intermod on VHF, so a filter 
kicks in above about 120 MHz that makes the radio 
pretty deaf, except inside the 144-148 MHz band. It 
will tune to 200 Mhz, but doesn’t hear anything there. 
I’ve read that there are some mods that will remove 
this filter. 

The front panel removes easily and can be 
remoted from the radio. The microphone can be 
plugged into either the front panel or the radio body. 
I don’t have a price on the interface cable. 

There’s more — scanning, computer inter- 
face, optional antenna tuner, optional voice synthe- 
sizer, etc. I haven’t bought the options or played with 
the features yet. 

So the 706 is a great little radio, with some 
compromises for it’s size. I’m lovin’ the heck out of 
it, and I'll probably bring it to the next club meeting for 
everyone to gawk at. The more people who tell me 
they think it’s great, the better I’ll feel. You can get one 
mail-order for as low as $1250 + shipping. I prefer to 
by “local,” so I paid a bit more, and some NC Tax on 


top of that. 
Gary KN4AQ 


Contact Lynn KO4QH 
if you want to be included 
on next month's 


ELMERS LIST. 
Lynn KO4QH, 787-1111 


Repeater Update: 
IMPROVEMENTS 


TO .64! 


(Se a a ee) 

Another to Mike 
WA4BP]J!! 

This weekend, Mike installed a little audio 
mixer board he built that restores and improves sev- 
eral functions of the 146.64 RARS repeater. Here’s 
what it does: 

1 - The “backup battery beep” is back. The 
repeater has about 110 amp-hours of backup battery 
that takes over automatically if power fails. But it’s 
good to know when we’re ON that battery so we can 
conserve it’s power by keeping repeater use to a 
minimum. 

Now, when we’re on the battery, the re- 
peater will beep every 7 seconds or so, letting you 
know it’s in that state. 

2 - Subaudible tone triggered by COR and 
autopatch. The repeater transmits an 88.5 Hz 
subaudible tone (“PL” is the common term). Now, 
that tone is only present when the repeater squelch is 
open (not during IDs and hang-time). And NEW, the 
tone is present when the autopatch is engaged. 

Some history and details... 

A few years ago, Chuk KB4MDZ had built 
a circuit that triggered the PL tone only when the 
repeater’s receiver squelch was open — in other 
words, only when someone was talking through the 
repeater. There was no PL during the “hang time,” 
or during the beep, voice IDs... or during the tele- 
phone side of an autopatch. The purpose of this 
system was primarily to permit crossband repeating 
to the repeater. It also let people with PL decoders 
listen to the repeater without beeps or IDs. 

That worked pretty well, but there was a 
small problem with unintentional interference to 
autopatches from folks who didn’t hear them be- 
cause the tone was not being transmitted. 

A while ago, a keying transistor died, and we 
lost the tone entirely. So Chuk bypassed the transistor 
and the tone was turned on all the time again. Also 
there was a problem combining the PL tone with the 
battery backup tone — they had to feed into the 


round of applause 


transmitter at the same point, and they didn’t like each 
other. We opted to have the PL tone in use, and left 
off the battery-backup tone. 

Mike WA4BPJ built up a little audio mixer 
board that solved the problem of the incompatible 
tones. And he found keying points within the repeater 
controller that let him turn the PL tone on only when 
the squelch is open, and also when the patch is up. 

Give it atry. And if there are concepts in this 
article you don’t understand, send me a message and 
Ill go into more detail, or ask me on the air. 

73... and thanks again, Mike! 
pM eee Bs ee Care ENIAO 


RARS NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE REPORT 


SE a I 

In accordance with the RARS By-Laws, the 
nominating committee announces the following RARS 
members who have agreed to serve the society if 
elected: 


RARS Officers - 2 year term: 
President- Cyndi Wood, KD4ACW 


Secretary- Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 


For 1 year Board membership: 
Public Service Director- Doug Sweet, AD4UL 


Education Director- Lynn Pitegoff, KO4QH 

RARS Hamfest Chairman, Ronnie Reams, WA4MJF 
RARS Field Day Chairman, Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
Publicity Director- Gary Pearce, KN4AQ 

SIG Coordinator- Ed Alderman, WA4PEN 

Exciter Editor- Curt Phillips, KD4YU 

FM Repeater Chairman- Danny Musten, KD4RAA 
RARS At Large Director- Pat Fix, KE4FCJ 

RARS At Large Director- Charlie Brown, W4VFJ 

RARS ARRL Liaison- Chuck Littlewood, K4HF 


Chairpersons, 1 year term: 
W4DxX Trustee- Lynn Pendleton, K4NYV 


RARS Volunteer Exam Coordinator- Vince Yakamavich, AA4MY 


The nominating Committee, K4HF, KM4BU 
and AC4ZO, wish to thank these folks for their will- 
ingness to help RARS and to the membership for 
input. Additional nominations and voting will take 
place at the RARS meeting on December 5. Installa- 


tion will also take place at that time. 
Chuck, K4HF 
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been hams (and longer than many of you have been 
alive), having met him in 1964 when I was nine and he 
was a young technician with the Lafayette Radio 
store on Peace Street, while my father was buying 
(and having repaired) some CB radios he had pur- 
chased for business purposes (some people tried to 
use them for business back then). 

Since becoming a ham in 1968, I have known 
and respected him as a ham, master electronics technician 
and pioneer repeater guru. Danny was building repeaters 
before most people knew what a repeater was. Over the 
years he has been extraordinarily selfless in providing 


technical advice to new repeater builders, in building . 


repeaters and repeater networks and in providing his 
time to the Southeast Repeater Association in helping 
coordinate repeaters. For these reasons and many others, 
I hold Danny in the highest regard both personally and 
professionally, as do many other people. 

In the article in question, Danny was referred 
to as “Hampton” or “Hampton and Company” and | 
just didn’t get the connection. | think of him as “Danny” 
or KM4OX or his original call K4ITL... the appellation 
“Hampton” didn’t register with me. I was aware that 
a) the article was somewhat critical of the Southeastern 
Repeater Association (of which I am a member and 
which I first joined in the mid-1970s) and b) that Danny 
was an Officer in that organization, but I didn’t (and 
don’t) necessarily consider a discussion of possible 
weaknesses in the SERA coordination process to be a 
personal reflection on Danny. However, in addition to 
missing the personal criticisms of Danny, | also failed to 
note the level of venom directed at SERA (evidently 
snoozing again). 

For any negative reflection on him, and for my 
failing to note the full impact of the article, I apologize. 
I’m sorry, Danny. It was a mistake; it was NOT 
intentional. I have apologized to him personally, and 
herewith do so publicly. 

| am giving Danny a chance to answer the 
allegations of the article in this month’s EXCITER, 
beginning with a letter to the Editor starting on page 9. 

The author of the article was Dave Hockaday 
WB4IUY. Dave is well known for his repeater work 
in this area and the VE testing sessions he conducts in 
Smithfield. Although he probably doesn’t know it, the 
147.39 repeater in Clayton that now carries the call 
WB4IUY was originally assigned to Paul Brummett 
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PBBS UPDATE 


Do to the demise of GMVBBS, EWCA 
has moved the KE4YOA-1 PBBS to 145.57 MHz. 
TFC is received from N4WFU in Roanoke Rap- 
ids. N4WFU connects every 1/2 hour. Be sure 


when you send tfc you use the whole address as 
EWCA does not have the “white page” look up 
as GMVBBS did. It may become full service later 
depending on use by hams and putting together 
the equipment. 


73 de Ronnie WA4MJF* 


W4MKL and yours truly, KD4YU, in the early 1980s. 
After Paul moved to Mississippi and I was unable to 
keep it going alone, it was transferred to the TEARA 
group and ultimately WB4IUY. Thus I have some 
experience in getting a repeater coordinated, on the 
air and running it. I appreciate the work that Dave 
does and have printed many of his repeater announce- 
ments. But it is clear to me now that I disagree 
categorically with his opinion of Danny Hampton. In 
both coordination and technical assistance, Danny was 
invaluable in getting the 147.39 machine on the air. 

It should be noted that Dave did not submit the 
article “officially” for publication. I took the article, as 
I do many others, from a posting on the RARS BBS. 
Postings on BBSes, CompuServe, Fidonet and Internet, 
etc are in public forums accessible by anyone with a 
modem and are in the public domain unless specifically 
copyrighted. Bob Parnass AJ9S has copyrighted his 
postings since the late 1980s and noted military monitor 
Steve Douglass occasionally does, but copyrighting in 
these forums is very rare. Many regulars on the RARS 
BBS have seen their posts printed as articles, and I will 
continue to do so. But I will read them MUCH more 
carefully from now on. 

On page two of every EXCITER there is the 
statement, “Any article published in the EXCITER 
does not necessarily represent the views of the Offic- 
ers, Board of Directors, Editor, or Society Member- 
ship, nor does the publication thereof represent con- 
currence by the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, 
or Society membership with the contents of the ar- 
ticle.” Never was this statement more true. Again 


I offer my most abject apology to Danny Hampton. 
Curt KD4YU 


November 30, 1995 


Mr. Curt Phillips, Editor 

The Exciter 

Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. 
PO Drawer 19764 

Raleigh, NC 27619 


RE: ARTICLE IN THE RARS EXCITER 


Dear Curt: 


As you know, I was very concerned about 
the input of Dave Hockaday, WB4IUY, which was 
printed in the last edition of the RARS Exciter. Dave’s 
“article” contained much incorrect data and many 
erroneous assertions, and I feel it is important for 
accurate information about frequency coordination 
activities to be made known to the ham community. 

It is true that Dave has requested coordina- 
tion of a number of different repeaters and frequen- 
cies and that it has not been possible to meet all of his 
requests. However, many of his requests have been 
honored even though there are simply not enough 
frequencies available to satisfy the desires of all who 
seek coordination. 

The coordination of frequencies for repeat- 
ers is necessary and must be continued if we as a ham 
community are to avoid chaos on our VHF and UHF 
bands. In parts of the country where frequency 
coordination has failed, there has been conflict, ani- 
mosity, immense hostility and on the air conduct 
which none of us can respect or tolerate. In this 
context, it should be emphasized that all of the people 
involved in the frequency coordination process are 
hams who, like other amateurs, are volunteers who 
give of their time and talents in many different ways. 
They have jobs, family commitments, unexpected 
developments in their personal lives and other events 
which require their time and, quite frankly, must 
occasionally be assigned a higher priority than a ham 
radio related task. In addition, frequency coordina- 
tion is an endeavor which cannot be ruled and gov- 
erned by absolutes. There are guidelines by which 
coordination decisions are made. These guidelines 
often must yield to a number of circumstances which 
may affect a particular request. 
| Topography, geographical characteristics, 
available sites, the meeting of needs presented by 


new or evolving technology, power level and antenna 
height requests, the possibility of utilizing directional 
patterns, the issue of making certain that we as hams 
utilize the allocations fully and efficiently so as to 
protect “our” frequencies from adverse action by the 
FCC, and many, many other factors all may impact 
a particular request. Frequency coordination in other 
portions of the spectrum such as AM broadcast, FM 
broadcast and television, all require extensive engi- 
neering and technical studies, as well as evaluation 
and approval by the FCC. For the ham community, 
coordination is just as crucial, yet for us it must be 
done by qualified volunteers who must take a great 
deal into account in making any coordination deci- 
sion. 

In an effort to address the assertions which 
were made in the last issue of The Exciter, I have set 
out the various comments which Dave Hockaday 
made, and a brief response to each. It is my hope that 
by so doing a greater awareness of the elements 
involved in frequency coordination is achieved and 
accurate information concerning how this function is 
performed in our area is disseminated. 

I am proud to say that in North Carolina, 
SERA’s handling of coordinations in an efficient 
manner is at its all-time best. This is largely due to the 
dedication and efforts of Pam Glaub KC4SWM and 
Lin Couch K4OLC. I wish to take this opportunity to 
publicly thank them for the commitment and time they 
give to SERA and the amateur community to assure 
that we do the best job possible in the handling of all 
North Carolina SERA coordination matters. Pam, 
Lin, myself and the entire SERA staff extend holiday 
greetings to all RARS Exciter readers and wish you 
a prosperous 1996. 


RESPONSE FROM 


DANNY HAMPTON KM40X 
TO RECENT ARTICLE IN 
THE RARS “EXCITER” 


DAVE HOCKADAY’s Assertion: 
“This isapost I pulled offof packet about anew 2 meter repeater inthe 
Fayetteville (Hope Mills area) just put on line. | know some of you are 
familiar withSERA guidelines and have been hearing for the last 4 years 
that there are no more 2 meter repeater frequencies available...” 
Here's the situation... in the 146 and 147 mhz repeater subbands, to 
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coordinate a repeater pair one must be at least 100 miles from any other 
‘onchannel repeaters, and atleast 75 miles fromand repeaters thatare +/ 
- 15 khz your desired pair.” 

Inthe fallof 1991, landa few other Wilson hams, requesteda repeater 
pair on 2 meters. We were told that there were no more available (in 
1991!). We saw what looked like several good pairs still open, and began 
to builda repeater. We were turned down again and again for various 
specific requests withSERA saying, someone has already asked for it (but 
they'd never tell who that someone was), it doesn’t fit the plan (either on 
channel or adjacent channel), etc.” 

“Here's the packet post... 

From: NIFTE 


There is a new repeater in the Fayetteville area. The Sand Hills 
Amateur Radio Association proudly presents the 146.805 machine in 
Hope Mills, NC. The machine is a liberal one which boasts an open 
autopatch. To use this feature, hit *#+ number to bring it up, the #* to bring 
it down. For those of you who travel on I-95 through Fayetteville, you 
should have no problem getting into the repeater. Soon, inthe near future, 
the repeater will findanew home on the 900 fi. section ofa local 1 100 foot 
tower whichwill give the repeater a coverage area from Florence, SC, to 
Raleigh, NC. Also the machine willhavea HF linkaswellasalink to PCRN 
anda sister 220 and 440 machine! Hope to hear youon the air! de Keith 
-NIFTE” 


Comment:: 

This repeater has NOT been coordinated by 
SERA. I have had discussions by telephone with 
NIFTE and KE4SIP concerning trying to find a fre- 
quency for their new repeater. 146.805 was coordi- 
nated to N4EWG in Fayetteville in the early 1980’s. 
The repeater has been off the air for several years. 
He has been asked more than once to give up the 
frequency and has refused. For the last two years, the 
frequency has been monitored on a regular basis to 
build a case for the fact that he has not occupied the 
frequency with an active repeater. NIFTE and 
KE4SIP elected to put a Non-coordinated repeater on 
146.805 in hopes that N4EWG would relinquish the 
frequency after they took it over. SERA has made no 
firm commitment to coordinate the frequency pend- 
ing assessment of its operation on a non-interfering 
basis with the 146.790 repeater in Clinton and the 
146.820 repeater in Wilmington. AT NO TIME has 
SERA had any discussion with NIFTE pursuant to his 
repeater being at 900- 1100 feet above ground. To the 
contrary, a maximum height of 200 feet has been 
discussed and that height will only be permitted if the 
repeater is able to be coordinated and does not inter- 
fere with the two above-mentioned repeaters. Addi- 
tionally, no discussions whatsoever have taken place 
pursuant to NIFTE and/or his repeater associates 
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being a part of or having linking access to PCRN. It 
is also interesting to note that NIFTE nor KE4SIP has 
placed their call on this uncoordinated repeater. The 
current call on the repeater No one in SERA has ever 
had any discussions with KF4CFQ concerning this 
repeater. 


Dave’s Assertion: 

I was disturbed to say the least... with my coordination headaches 
involving the Wilson 2 meter repeater (took 3 YEARS) and multiple letters 
fo get a poor frequency at best), having SERA turn down the ATV 
repeater when the SERA ATV Technical Advisor himself has his own 
ATV repeater in Ga. coordinated on the frequencies that SERA told me 
were not good ATV frequencies, and most recently being turned down for 
147.045 for the Knighidale area to serve asa full-time 10 meter gateway 
for area 2 meter operations because it ‘didn’t fit the band plan’ with 
Roanoke Rapids being only 60 + miles away onan adjacent frequency... not 
to mention multiple unanswered letters and 2-3 months turnaround on 
simple repeater modification questions...” 


Comments: 

As you can see from the above paragraph, 
WBA4IUY rambles incessantly in his writings. I have 
several letters from him that are extremely confusing 
and request many different frequencies and answers 
in long, rambling paragraphs. Even I, as familiar as 
| am with these matters, became very confused 
reading some of his letters. The frequency of 147.045 
was requested twice over a four year period. Both 
times he requested it, he knew it did not fit the guide- 
lines. In 1991 when he requested it, he requested it for 
Wilson, NC, even closer to Roanoke Rapids than is 
Knightdale. I attempted in his behalf to gain permis- 
sion from the Roanoke Rapids Amateur Radio Club to 
allow him to operate a repeater on this frequency as 
I believed it would cause some, but minimal, interfer- 
ence. I received a letter of protest from the Roanoke 
Rapids Amateur Radio Club requesting that I NOT 
allow a repeater to operate on this frequency that did 
not fit coordination guidelines. I had no choice but to 
honor their wish. 

As for the ATV repeater in the 430 mhz band, 
SERA recently changed the rules pertaining to what 
frequencies ATV operators could and could not use. 
We realized when we did this that certain repeaters 
already on these frequencies would be grandfathered 
and we could only hope they would eventually leave. 
I refused this coordination because the current rules 
dictated this frequency as one that could no longer be 
coordinated. 


Every letter that was written by WB4IUY 
was answered if we could determine what it was that 
he wanted or needed. If letters were not answered, 
phone calls were returned. This is a guy who would 
write six to eight page letters and would leave you five 
to ten minute messages on your voicemail machine 
who expected you, after one reading or listening, to 
be Johnny on the spot and meet his every whim. 


Dave’s Assertion: 

“Look at a map and see if Hope Mills is 75 miles away from Clinton 
147.79...nope, maybe 30 miles at best. 147.375 was coordinated to K4ROK 
inFarmville... lookatamapandsee the 'SOish' miles itwas from the 147.39 
inClayton. Now lookatamap and see the 40 miles 147.375 in Pittsborois 

from 147.39 inClayton. These were the very situations that were used by 
SERA to not coordinate stuff that | and others have asked for...” 


Comments: 

Hope Mills is, in fact, not 75 miles from 
Clinton. Even though the repeater is not coordinated, 
it is not causing any interference in Clinton at this time. 
Interestingly enough, the original repeater at 
Fayetteville on 146.805 was coordinated several years 
BEFORE the 146.79 in Clinton went on the air. The 
owners of the 146.79 repeater were told that if they 
created any interference with the 146.805 repeater in 
Fayetteville they would have to cease operations. 
Interference has never been noted between the two 
frequencies. 147.375 was coordinated to K4ROK but 
it was originally coordinated for Washington, NC, 
many years before 147.39 in Clayton was ever dreamed 
of. Late in 1993 1 was contacted by K4ROK who 
informed me he had been given permission to move 
his repeater to the University Educational TV Tower 
at Farmville, NC. He was granted verbal permission 
by me to place the repeater on the air at Farmville with 
the understanding that if any interference was cre- 
ated to other repeaters in the area he would have to 
cease operation or attempt to move the repeater to a 
new frequency. The repeater was placed on the air 
at the Farmville site later in 1994. In February, 1995, 
SERA received a formal written request from K4ROK 
to move his repeater to 145.270. This frequency had 
been held for a long period of time since the repeater 
that occupied it was lost in December, 1989, when the 
tall tower at Auburn, NC, collapsed due to an ice 
storm. The frequency had been held much past the 
allowable time normally granted by SERA for a re- 


peater tc be off the air. Since the loss of the repeater 
was due to unusual circumstances, | tried to be more 
than fair in reserving the frequency to be used again 
by the original coordination holder. K4ROK reminded 
me, and rightfully so, that five years was long enough; 
therefore, the frequency of 145.270 was re-coordi- 
nated to K4ROK. Since early 1995 K4ROK has 
occupied this frequency thus alleviating any interfer- 
ence to the WB4IUY repeater on 147.390. 

The KD4JFN repeater on 147.375 was origi- 
nally coordinated to Haw River, NC, at a height of 150 
feet. At this location it posed NO interference to the 
WB4IUY repeater in Clayton. KD4JFN requested to 
be allowed to move his repeater to Pittsboro, NC on 
much higher ground and at an elevation of 200 feet 
above ground. His request was flatly denied! He was 
told, in writing, that this move WAS NOT one that 
could be coordinated. He was told that moving his 
repeater would be in violation of any and all SERA 
coordination policies. He moved it anyway. This 
repeater is NOT and NEVER WILL BE coordinated 
by SERA. 


Dave’s Assertion: 

I’m not alone in this. Many others have asked for things only to be 
told it wasn't availabie and yet see it come on the air later by one of the 
SERA staff, friends, etc.” 

“I was a little hot, to say the least. I can see how the coordination 
battles began in California and ended up with two coordinating bodies, 
each coordinating the same frequency to different people. I can see 
why some hams now don't bother with coordination... it seems that it’s 
all in who you know... Some are told that there are no more frequencies 
available, only to see more repeaters come on the air, year after year...” 


Comments: 

I guess we all get hot at times. Too bad none 
of us can always have what we want. There just 
“ain’t enough frequencies to go around.” The infer- 
ence has been made that I continually show favors to 
requests for coordinations. This is absolutely NOT 
true and | consider it slanderous and an insult to my 
character and professional reputation and integrity. | 
always try to coordinate, within the guidelines and in 
the best interest of amateur radio. Oh, and by the way, 
WB4IUY left out part of the coordination policy state- 
ment. He mentioned the 100 miles on frequency and 
the 75 miles adjacent frequency but he failed to 
mention “or at the coordinator’s discretion.” 
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mention “or at the coordinator’s discretion.” 
Dave’s Assertion: 
“Sol sentareply via packet: 


“Hi Keith. How far are you guys from Clintonand Wilmington? Is this 
a coordinated repeater? | see itin the SERA journal as N4EWG. Is this 
the same repeater? 1am happy for you guys in getting the new repeater 
up, but the SERA guidelines say you must be 75 miles from anyone on the 
guard channels (+/-15 khz). Is Clinton75 miles from Hope Mills? I don’t 
think so, since SERA refuseda local coordination in Knightdale for 147.045 
saying that we weren't quite 100 miles away up here... AND that we 
weren ‘tthe required 75 miles from Roanoke Rapids. 

I'm just curious about how the repeater is coordinated by the SERA 
guidelines whenit’ssoclose toClinton. 

I! must say that I'm not surprised, though. SERA seems to write the 
rules to protect them and their friends (justan observation). * 


Comments: 

It is interesting to note that WB4IUY leaves 
us all hanging in suspense as to whether he got a reply 
from NIFTE to his above written questions. He 
would rather the readers assume that I and SERA had 
coordinated this uncoordinated repeater. Wouldn’t it 
have been nice if he had had the courtesy to say 
whether or not he had received a reply and, if he did, 
what the reply stated. 


Dave’s Assertion 

“Twas refused in the fallof 1991 for 145.33 and told by Hampton and 
Co. thatitwas spoken for... yep, in 1994 (!) the repeater came onthe airwith 
Hampton ’s (the head coordinator) callonit. 


Comments: 
What!!??? Are we lost here??? Have we had 
a mental collapse?? My review of the Journal and all 
SERA records reflects NO repeater on 145.330 with 
the call of KM4OX or that is in any way affiliated with 
PCRN. 


Dave’s Assertion: 
I was refused for a long list of frequencies of which several came ona 
year or two or three later with some of his friends calls on them. 


Comments: 

Where’s the “long list”? Who are the friends? 
Dave, how about all the repeaters that SERA HAS 
coordinated for you? Ten meters, six meters, two 
meters, 440 mhz, 900 mhz, ETC. How about the 
times you’ve requested to have a frequency you 
picked less than a year before RE-coordinated be- 
cause there was some problem with that frequency 
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that you had not anticipated. Have we HELPED you 
in these cases? Yes, we have! If you look at the 
number of repeaters that have been coordinated for 
yourself or TERA, the list is LONG and we always 
coordinated things you asked for when we could. 


Dave’s Assertion: . 

“They also coordinated 147.375 (15 khz below the 147.39 repeater in 
Clayton that!’m trustee of) toaham in the Farmville area.... onlyabout 55 
miles from the .39 site. He even gotonacouple of the .39 users to the east 
Sor interfering with his repeater, even though itdidn 'tfit the guidelines. 


Comments: 
As mentioned above, this repeater was 
moved to 145.270 several months ago. 


Dave’s Assertion: 

Now 147.375 has popped onin Pittsboro... only 45 miles from 147.39 
and the .39 users in Raleigh constantly hear the splatter from it’s transmit- 
ter...oh, well...” 


Comments: 

As mentioned above, this 147.375 repeater 
is in strict violation of all SERA coordination policies. 
and after being moved from Haw River, is now a non- 
coordinated repeater. SERA has NO power to de- 
mand that the repeater owner cease operation of his 
non-coordinated repeater. We can only request that 
he do so. We have, in fact, requested that he cease 
operation or move the repeater back to its coordi- 
nated location. He has refused our request. 


Dave’s Assertion: 

"I was told, and have the paperwork to prove it, beginning the fall of 
1991 that there were no more 2 meter frequencies available. Yet Hamp- 
tonand PCRN (with their hand in the SERA pot) have been putting up 2 
meter repeaters one ata time...” 


Comments: 

Dave, I think you may be having a little 
problem interpreting the “paperwork” you have. It 
probably states that in certain areas there are no 
frequencies left that could be coordinated for your 
specific needs. Anything that PCRN has placed on 
the air since 1991 was either already planned for or 
does not fit the coordination policies where you re- 
quested the frequency. For example, 145.390 in 
Roseboro was placed on the air in 1994. It would not 
have fit in Wilson, NC, where it was requested in 
1991. Frequency 145.390 was coordinated to 


to be placed on the air at Tar Heel. Jim was not able to 
get the support he was promised to complete his plans to 
place this repeater on the air. In 1994 he voluntarily 
relinquished the frequency. The repeater was placed on 
the air in Roseboro in hopes that it would offer coverage 
to some of the area N4FHM stated was without repeater 
coverage. 


Dave’s Assertion: 

“Don'ttake this personal. Your repeater affects nothing that I have or 
maintain. I’mjustworn outon the SERA coordination thing. Having the 
rules used onme asawhip, only to look aroundand see them broken by the 
very coordinators themselves. Input? 73 de WB4IUY”’ 


Comments: 

DO TAKE THIS PERSONAL. I am worn 
out on people who spend their time alleging and 
inferring “facts” that are not facts. People who find 
it more important to complain about how bad it is 
rather than taking a little time to give credit to some of 
the good SERA does. Am I perfect? NO. Is SERA 
perfect? NO. Do things always get done in a timely 
manner? Probably not. I would hasten to add that IT 
IS JUST A HOBBY. When you work 60 hours a 
week, care for a family, attempt to maintain several 
repeaters and deal with other miscellaneous situa- 
tions, there is probably not as much time as there 
needs to be for SERA, PCRN and other things. 1 
continue to coordinate because I believe that it is 
important to protect what we all already have. That 
includes YOU, Dave, and all of your repeaters. I left 
the coordination scene for a while only to return with 
NO records to work from and a three year mess 
created by a coordinator who didn’t coordinate at all. 
I care about amateur radio, SERA, and coordination. 
It is a thankless job but, contrary to popular belief, in 
the last year or two, there have been a few folks who 
have said “Thank you.” To those folks, SERA and 
I say “Thank you” back. 


Dave’s Assertion: 

"I personally think that the guidelines of 100 miles ‘onchannel and 75 
miles ‘guard channels’ (in the 15 khz area) are too tight. Many repeater 
groups coordinate alot tighter than that... some require PL (whichisn'ta 
badidea). BUT, what goodare the current SERA ‘standards’ if they're not 
adhered toacross the board. They have only served to shoot me in the foot, 
and haven't kept the coordinators from coordinating to others too close to 
me. It’s kinda like gun laws... those who abide by the laws get shot. 


Comments: 

I personally think that, at times, the 100 mile 
and 75 mile rules are too tight. That’s why, Dave, it 
is sometimes left to the coordinator’s discretion to 
depart from the guidelines. That’s why, Dave, as you 
have mentioned above in some of your examples, 
there has been justified departure from the guide- 
lines.. In those cases, when the repeaters are coor- 
dinated, you will rarely find a situation where unrea- 
sonable interference exists. 


Dave’s Assertion: 

“Coordination??? Hmmmmph... inmy opinion, itneeds an overhaul. It 
needs to be run by people where there would be no conflict of interest. It 
needs to be run by someone who couldn't have there (sic) strings pulled, 
and would follow the rules as theyare. Period. Do! think it'll change? No. 
73 de Dave WB4IUY” 


Comments: 

If the coordinator had no interest in or a feel 
for amateur radio, frequency spectrum, varying band 
conditions, and other factors that play into determin- 
ing how and when one can and cannot coordinate, 
your troubles would be far greater than they now are. 
I could recite to you horror stories that have occurred 
in the commercial VHF and UHF bands because 
coordinators had zero technical ability and zero un- 
derstanding about the frequencies which they were 
in charge of coordinating. 

If you think it needs an overhaul, why don’t 
you spend some constructive time and submit some 
constructive ideas about what should be done? SERA 
is always open to suggestions submitted in an appro- 
priate manner. If you’re just on a vendetta against 
KM4OX, so be it. If I have disappointed you as a 
SERA coordinator, | apologize. If you will reflect on 
all the things you have asked for and the confusing 
manner in which you’ve asked for some of them, and 
count your resources, | think you will agree that 
you’ve gotten a whole lot more from SERA than 


you’ve been refused. 
Respectfully, 
Danny Hampton KM40X 


Submit | 
ARTICLES FOR THE EXCITER 


to the Editor at the postal or E-mail 
addresses as listed on page 2. 


ee a 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


RARS Board Meeting 
October 17, 1995 


en ry ea ee ee 

The monthly Board meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society was held at the Forest Hills 
Baptist Church on October 17. The meeting was 
called to order by KA3PSK at 7:18p. Members 
present were: KM4BU, K4HF, KB4MDZ, WA4PEN, 
KA3PSK, KO4QH, AD4UL, KC4UQN, KD4YU, 
and AC4ZO. 

The August minutes were approved on mo- 
tion by AD4UL, seconded by WA4PEN. 

AD4UL gave the Treasurer’s report in the 
absence of WA4BPJ. 

In his VP report, KC4UQN said that the 
program for the November meeting will be the annual 
RARS auction. The meeting has a special start time 
of 7:00p with registration for sellers beginning at 6:30. 
Also, the RARS picnic is scheduled for October 28 at 
Crabtree Lake. Fifty people have signed up so far. 
And lastly, entertainment and planners are still needed 
for this years Christmas Party. 

KO4QH reported that the RARS class is well 
under way, and progressing smoothly. Lynn also is 
organizing a General Class study group that will run 
in parallel with the regular class in the spring. A text 
has not yet been selected. 

AD4UL reported that the final Public Ser- 
vice of the year is underway. It is the State Fair. 

KB4MDZ gave an update on the recent work 
conducted on the RARS repeaters. Also, Chuk 
announced a J-pole party scheduled for November 13 
at N4VQT. 

K4HF reported on the progress of the Nomi 
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nating Committee. 

AD4UL has begun work on the RARS “Van 
Plan” which was introduced by WA4PEN at the 
October General Membership meeting. The search 
for a vehicle is under way. 

The following announcements were then 
made: 

KA3PSK announced that DXJARS, a packet 
Cluster node in Johnston County is about to go on the 
air. The equipment has been received and is being 
installed. 

KO4QH and the Education SIG is preparing 
to participate in the Community Programs Event at 
the Crabtree Valley Mall. 

K4HF announced that the Hamfest meeting 
are under way and progressing well. The Hamfest is 
scheduled for April 14. 

On motion by WA4PEN the meeting ad- 


journed at 9:02p. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO - Secretary 


Regular RARS Meeting 


November 7, 1995 

ae aS Sa aE Sas 

The regular meeting of the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society was held on November 7, 1995 at the 
Forest Hills Baptist Church on Clark Avenue. The 
meeting was called to order at a special start time of 
7:00p by Rick KA3PSK. 

Mike WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report, 
and said that the current membership is about 325. 

Lynn KO4QH gave an update on the progress 
of the RARS class, and said that a test session will be 
conducted on the last night od class which will be Nov 
9. The location is the Nortel Technical Training 
Center. 

Pat KE4FCJ took the microphone and an- 
nounced the success of the RARS Picnic which was 
held on October 28 at Lake Crabtree. She then 
thanked all who helped. 

Bruce KC4UQN announced that a RARS 
hot line has been set up at 676-8871. It provides 
recorded information about upcoming RARS events. 

Doug AD4UL, the RARS Public Service 
Director announced the successful completion of the 
public service schedule for the year, and thanked all 


THERN Pac Bivo. 

mle, PA 15146 

“, (412) 374-9744 
FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL 


(800) 8540815 


SPECIALIZING IN PREOWNED 
AMATEUR AND SHORTWAVE EQUIPMENT 
Buy + Set * Love to Trave 
We Canary Att Mason Branos of New Eouipuent 


JOHN P. SWAIN, JR., D.D.S. 


225 Bryan Building @ 
Cameron Village 


(919) 833-3826 Raleigh, NC 27605 


the participants. 

Chuk KB4MDZ announced a J-pole party 
which ts planned for Monday, November 13 at 
N4VQT. 2 meter, 440 Mhz and possibly 220 Mhz 
antennas will be constructed. It was pointed out that 
this is an excellent event for the newer folks to 
participate in. Call Chuk, KB4MDZ for details. 

At 7:22p, the meeting was suspended pend- 
ing the start of an auction of equipment. Bidders 
were encouraged to inspect the items to be sold at 
this time. 

At 7:33p, Jack WOUCE took the floor, and 
began one of the most exciting event of the RARS 
year: the annual auction. 

There were no door prizes awarded at this 


meeting, and the meeting closed at about 9:40p. 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
Secretary 


N4IQA 
Robert P. Buehlmann 


Historian and Collector 
of 


Antique Radios, Artifacts & Documentation 
Commercial, Amateur and Military 


1314 Chaney Rd 
Raleigh, NC 27606 


(919) 851-5169 


Yet another month 
has passed and you 
haven't availed yourself 
of the many benefits 


of advertising in the EXCITER. 
See page 2 for details so 
you can correct this oversight. 


New RARS Library 
(Ce ae ee ea A ae SS 


Membership Services is please to announce 
the RARS Library. The library will be open before 
meetings at the Membership Services area just 
outside the meeting room. Items may be checked 
out on a meeting to meeting basis with special 
concideration given to the RARS Education Depart- 
ment fo public presentation and classroom use. 

Currently, our video and book inventory is 
meager, so members having information items be- 
longing to RARS are asked to please return them to 
Bobbie KD4ZVW at the December meeting so that 
a complete inventory can be made. We are also 
accepting donations of current or historical infor- 
mation covering all ares of amateur radio or RARS 
interest. 

Membership Services would like to ac- 
knowledge the following contributors: Gary Pearce 


KN4AQ , Lynn Pitegoff KO4QH 
Bobbie Wittich KDIZVW 
RARS Librarian 


, 15 


Amateur Radio - A National spate ~ 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. és 
P.O. Box 17124 
Raleigh, NC 27619 


Address correction requested. 


First Class Mail 


6/30/96 


Calendar of Events: December 1995 


Dec... 3: Regular RARS meeting; Forest Hills Baptist Church 
RARS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 


Dec. 13: RARS VHF/UHF SIG meeting, info, Woody, 1 KJ4SO, 848-1844 

Dec. 14: Information Highway User Group, info, Russ Lyday, 782-8703 

Dec. 18: Scanner/Shortwave Listening SIG, info, Curt KD4YU, 772-0207 
Christmas meeting, presents for everyone (up to a point) 

Dec. 19: NO Regular RARS Advisory Board meeting for DECEMBER 


send additions, changes and corrections to the Editor as listed on page 2 


pideege 


Whe 
WALL 


